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Director General of Health � Ministerial Responsibility � Adjournment Debate 
HON ANTHONY FELS (Agricultural) [10.31 pm]: Mr Deputy President � 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash): I just let Hon Anthony Fels know that there is not the full 
time left for debate. 
Hon ANTHONY FELS: Thank you, Mr Deputy President. 

Today I asked a question without notice at question time regarding the Director General of Health. I directed that 
question to Hon Simon O�Brien, the minister representing the Minister for Health, because I expected that the 
appropriate minister to ask a question about the Director General of the Department of Health was the Minister 
for Health. When I was a member of the previous Liberal opposition, we asked a series of questions over a long 
period regarding the employment of Dr Neale Fong as the Director General of Health in the then Labor 
government. Those questions were always directed to Minister Jim McGinty at the time, and we generally got an 
answer. I must say, therefore, that I was disappointed today not only to get no answer, but also to be told that the 
question was directed to the wrong minister and should have been directed to the Premier. I was unaware that the 
Director General of Health in Western Australia is responsible to the Premier rather than to the Minister for 
Health, and I wonder how the minister is able to run his department when the director general is not responsible 
to him. 
It would have also been easier if, at the time I lodged my question this morning, government officers had 
reminded me that for some reason I had lodged a question without notice to the wrong minister. As the question 
would have been in and out before the deadline for questions, I would have had time to amend it, direct it to the 
correct minister and been able to get the answer in question time today, which is the efficient way for members 
to get answers from the executive when they are trying to find out what is going on within the government. 
The issue I was concerned about was that Dr Peter Flett is, if not the highest paid, certainly one of the highest 
paid public servants in Australia. He was reported to be on slightly less than the total employment package that 
Dr Neale Fong was on when he was the Director General of Health. I understand that Dr Flett�s salary package is 
somewhere around $540 000 a year, but I also believe that he is working one day a fortnight within PathWest. 
Therefore, the Director General of Health is not a full-time director general of health, but is earning probably the 
highest salary of any public servant in Australia. I would also like to know whether Dr Flett is working for 
PathWest; how working in two government departments or two parts of the public sector complies with the 
Public Sector Management Act; and whether it needs special ministerial approval or whether it can be done at 
all. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: He gets about $550 000. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS: I think it is $540 000, but I think my question today would quite simply have got an 
answer about his total employment package together with everything else. 

Hon Norman Moore: The reason you had to direct it to the Premier was that the Premier is the actual 
employing authority within the Public Sector Management Act�that�s the advice about that�and the minister 
said he would get you an answer tomorrow. It�s just that it had gone to the wrong minister. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS: I will lodge the question again tomorrow, but it would have been a whole lot quicker 
and simpler if I had been able to direct it to the Premier before question time today, and I had been provided with 
an answer today. 

Hon Norman Moore: You asked it of another minister and the answer was that you gave it to the wrong 
minister and he would get you the answer tomorrow. 

Hon ANTHONY FELS: I did that because when we were in opposition, we always asked that question of Mr 
McGinty when he was Minister for Health and we always got the answers, including questions regarding the 
employment and salary package of the director general at that time. I was quite surprised to learn, when I asked a 
question about the director general of a department, that I had to direct my question to the Premier and not to the 
minister to whom that officer reports.  

Hon Norman Moore: Issues to do with their employment contracts are the concern of the Premier.  

Hon ANTHONY FELS: I also wonder what the chain of command is from the minister to the director general. I 
am more concerned about Dr Flett�s actual status and whether he is a full-time employee occupying the position 
in a full-time capacity. The Department of Health has the largest budget in this state, with the most problems, but 
it appears we have a director general who is not full time in that job, yet he is earning the largest salary of any 
public servant in Western Australia. The last government had a part-time health minister in Jim McGinty, who 
was also filling the position of Attorney General. There were ongoing claims that the Director General of Health 
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at that time was working part time because of his commitments with the Western Australian Football 
Commission and whatever else outside.  

I will ask the question again tomorrow, and I will direct it to the Premier; but I would like to know whether 
Dr Peter Flett is a full-time employee and is committed on a full-time basis to his role as director general of the 
health department or whether he is moonlighting or doing work with PathWest or any other agency. 
 


